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warezm, the cold being excessive in that country.    I myself have seen numbers who
lost the extremities of their body from that very cause; therefore the persons who
have never witnessed such things should not consider them as improbable.    I read
in a historical work composed by a writer of later times, that, when az-Zamakhshari
went to Baghdad, he had an interview with the Hanifite doctor ad-Damaghani (7),
who asked him how he lost his foot.    To this question az-Zamaskhshari replied:
" Through an imprecation uttered by my mother: when a child, I caught a sparrow
" and tied a string to its leg; it escaped, however, into a hole, and, in trying to draw
" it out, I pulled its foot off with the string.    My mother was so deeply grieved at
" this that she exclaimed:  'May God cut off the foot of that wretch (8) as he has
" * cut off the foot of the sparrow!'    When 1 reached the age at which students
'* set out on their travels, I proceeded to Bokhara in pursuit of knowledge, and
" broke my leg by a fall off the animal which I was riding.    The results of this
" accident were so grave, that amputation became necessary/*    Almighty God best
knows which of these statements is true I    Az-Zamakhshari publicly professed the
opinions of the Motazelites, and it is related that, whenever he went to see any of
his acquaintances, he used to have himself announced by the door-keeper as Abu
'1-Kasim the Motazelite.    When he first composed his Kashsh&f, he commenced the
introduction of it with these words: Pram be unto God who hath created the Ao-
rdn (9), and on being told that, if he let the passage stand so, the public would
reject his book and no one would wish to procure it, he altered the phrase thus:
Praise be unto God who hath established (jaala) the Kordn;  the verb to establish
bearing, with them (the Notazelites], the signification of to create.    The examination
of this point would lead us, however, too far.    In a great number of copies I have
read: Praise be unto God who hath sent down (anzala] the Kordn, but this is a correc-
tion made by other persons, not by the author*    The hdfiz Abu Tahir Ahmad as-
Silafi [vol. L p. 86) addressed a letter from Alexandria to as-Zamakhshari, who was
then making a devotional residence at Mekka, requesting from him a licence to teach
his works and also the information which he had gathered from as-Zamakhshari's
own lips.    The latter returned an unsatisfactory reply, and, the following year, as-
"Silafi wrote to him by a pilgrim, renewing his application, and requesting a licence
in the most pressing manner.    Towards the conclusion of his letter, he said: " Let
" not (your reverence], and may God continue to favour you! place me under the
" necessity of renewing my application; for the distance is great, and already, last